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Dublin Digs Ireland's most celebrated hotel, The
Shelbourne, has re-opened after a lengthy refurbishment.

| Renamed The Shelbourne Dublin, A Renaissance Hotel,

the grande dame retains many of its original features
(such as the much-loved Horseshoe Bar) but now offers
a luxurious spa and a new restaurant. First opened in
1824, the hotel has hosted literary figures such as Patrick
Kavanagh, Brendan Behan and Seamus Heaney. Doubles
from $360 a night. The Shelbourne, 27 St Stephen's
Green, Dublin, Ireland. Phone: 0011 35 316 634 500;
www.marriott.co.uk.
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Trabi Time The Trabant, the ugly duckling of Cold War
engineering, is making a comeback as a tourist icon.
Now you can drive around Berlin in one of these smoke-
belching but loveable little vehicles. Trabi Safaris has a
fleet of restored Trabants and a range of touring options.
The Berlin Classic (from $87) is a 90-minute self-drive
city tour, while the four-day Taste of Berlin package
(from $461) includes airport transfers, a city tour, hotel
accommodation and breakfasts. For more information,
contact Tempo Holidays on 1300 558 987 or visit
www.tempoholidays.com.

Sydney architect Glenn Murcutt has
created a rural masterpiece, Moonlight Head, on the Great
Ocean Road. This luxury wilderness lodge was designed
to fit harmoniously into its environment and features a
distinctive saw-tooth roof, bluestone floors and skylights
open to the stars. The lodge, which is three hours' drive
from Melbourne, comes with its own concierge, private
chef and regional wine selection. It sleeps up to eight
people. Doubles from $3,500 a night, with a minimum
two-night booking. Moonlight Head Lodge, Yuulong,
Victoria. Phone: 9363 8870; www.moonlighthead.com.

| Flash Gear Sick of buying me

digital camera? SanDisk has ¢

| player that allows you to dowr

photographs on the road. Mol

| the Sansa e200 series (pictur

and still images — plus your o
available in 2GB, 4GB, 6GB a
by a durable metal backing, ti
on-the-fly FM recording, built-
colour screen and superior so
at $199 (2GB).

Howe Now Orion Expedition
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Islands, Hauraki Gulf, Taurang
Marlborough Sounds. It depat
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11-night trip exploring New Ze
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